2ella Wybarny ildridpe*s Momgrl:s

Sister af oy Pather, H:rbtzr: Wyborny.

As I leok beek aver a3y childhood I reallize how little we had zpd
How 1t sust have oeon a strugele for our parents to ke2p us and Feed usg,
But we ekildrea dida't knaw that and wiére 3 napoy lively buach mest of
the tiav. I ean'c reasabor Papa or Huma aver belag well and haalthy.
P3pa had inflomztory rhuumatiom and leakags of kne heart and Aother
had ancaia ond what wig diagnoced appendleitis. 1 pguzss ws chlldren
had zli The childreas dissascd, but the wor9e was smallsox. We wars
gunraniined for glx weaks whan all the family wers over it tutr me. It
diZn't geem I was goinz to have 1t. The day the gquaratine wal (o oe
over and zhe housy Tuaigated 1 broke out. T wes szo very alek, conplat=ly
covered with the mox. Papa would put snd tle cotton gloves on zy hasds
2t night so I couldn't scratch thes while I was sleeplag. They watched
me and I trivd not to scrateh during the day. 1 remenber the nighzs
ware so long and I always fzlt worse. In =zpite of all I did have sons
gcars, hit they have gradually faded until just a fow can be detzoted,

Bacause af Papa's slcxneas and also Mama's, we children lzarnnd
ko work whea young. I being the oldeat Was the [irst and I cared for
the youpger onesa, Speelally do I remeaber idolizing oy baby crothar
Eznneth who was sight years younger them I. Whesrevar I w2nt,; #xcept
in the fi=lda, he was with me. I esrried hle on ay bip and dama wam
slwavs telling s¢ I wae golng to have 4 erooked back. Someilnes I
nad nle whin wWwe wers playing in the hay mow in the Larn. We were Junp-
lneg from a4 stack of hay to a lower sile, gulte & high Juamp. [ Jusps:
wich him and he r=11 out of Ay arms, I think h& wias only about one
and n half to two years old. He cri+d and cried wnéd I a3 terribly
{rightenad. I worried so long fearing I had cauced nim to be cripmied,
[ never told my Father or Mothsr about it. fhe other culliren, our
couninm, Keziah, Hubsr:, Orphn and Cf111a, Yerma and Herbirt diin't
giam o be awars of what naopenad. 1 was zlad about choat. 1 suasza
Eheoy wnr4 too buay playlng.

Wa 1ived only a nuarter of mile from our cousins, Zhelr Fathars
wad Mosher's brotner and our Grandfather Halom lived «ith thea., I
rimember whan he passsd away and I etniak I was the ocoly oue of tha
enildron wno went to fne funeral. I felt 30 badlacout it and mispe=d
falm as he yaed A ocune frudpglng dosn to our plics always Sringing
something, We werd with our cousins so much elthdr at chzir plrace or
they a% ours. EKezliah dlwges has seemed LiKs o alacsr Lo @d.
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Ony olace we loved to play was ia a thickat of 2lderberry bushes just
wist of th? Rous. Frowlag sut in%o tho grove. Ws also loved to play
in the qrove whers wé set up housekevning. The elderberriss were
tall snd thick. We erawled back amounqg them and play=d in the dirt.
W2 built farmgo and hod our builéings lald sut with small stieks and
marked out our flelds and pastures for our livestock (cattle, horses,
hogs. ) whica were mide of weeds. Yo visited onpe anothér, navvestéd
eut cropa togetner, osnding =any hours playlng to gether hapoily. 1
don't reseaber ever guavrelling much which wis wnuaual 1 think. Sut
thet thicket waa alao usad for thinfs that were not =a nice. Our dother
couldn't crawl back in thers and Lt was rather dark in theres eapeclally
if we crawled far enoceh buck. So we hid in there when we knew we should
nat be dolng what e wara, [ remember green apple tima. -%Wé had an
orchard of fruit trees in our front vard., W%a were forbiddon to sat
green arples for they would make us slck. We always ate them. Gathsr-
lag thea and erawling back in the thicke: one of us was coamissioned
0 go luto the housa, and whea Mother waan't in the kElechen,; g2t zome
SAlt to €at an thim. I Bhink & good many timcs 1t was ths youngest
one's job, ¥Yerna or Herbert. Many times one of us zlone would sneak
back in thers with 1 green apple or two. So I can't loagin: how many
We 313, ARd Svery summer wo vera siek with the grin., We eall 1t flu
now. Wonder Lif Mama surnlsed green apples and grip vere connuveted. I
had aaver connscted thim together, but I wondar now LIf they wire, and
our flu was the result of seting preen apsles. Our punichasnt fo— dia-
obeying mayte. Anc weé wire terribly slck nnd =mo=t aften nll 2t the
game time.

bhen 1 waz zix yeerd old, the year I atarzed to school, I wes saughe
'3 mils cows, Ony old gentle cow was mine to milk morning and hizh=.
It wvasn't loag till I was mili¥ineg more and could mill anvone of them.
We milked from 10 to A2 zows cwery diy, One sum=er Papa wad very stek,
de Lad seracch?Z hiz thust ea 4 comn knlfe and blood polfoning sex in.
The Ur, was Jupt resady to sanutates 4is arm to atap the polsaning zoling
througn hila pedy whnen [t startad %o zet better, MYother trisd o nelp
me wiEth €22 chorus, but she woild no more than get startsd and wither
Yerna or Csllla would come running telllng her Papa was calling for her
ang she would huvry o the heass and I would have all the cowa to milk,
It seemed to w2 1 3id nothing that ounmer btut milk ecows which fsn't sa
for 1 had fiald work teo 42 to. Callie waas afra:id of cows and s9 she
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Wever learn<d ta =ilk, Verna hndan't got started yet though she 434
a lot of Lt when she atarted. +huen Barbert got bilg enough to start
in; thinga ea?2d up a 1i%%le.

On# thlng I remagher so vividly about Harbert and Xenn=th waa
wien wa w52 3 listle older. Our grove was filled with the we=d burdock,
and svary year w2 would take 3 hoe and poas salt and hika laks the
gErave, We weuld chof the burdock off wita the hoe and put =alt on the
roa%, One day Papsngnt the bovs out- to cut burdeck. They of courae,
hated the job as all of us did, I don't remenber whieca of us firls
sent out to ges what they were doing, probably Verma. She found them
chappdaz and awearing a blus atreak and cams back and told Papa. He
want put thare and the penilty, a good scolding and un fncrezsed amount
of bhurdock to cut. I can't remeeber that they got a tanning, bu® aay
have. Uon't inow how tha tattle tale turned put afterward, but knowing
ths boys probably not so good.

¥e always had a hapoy Christmas, But was not so elpborzte as Christ-
man celebratlions are now. [ can't remcmber sver ha¥ing a Chrlatmas
tree wonen chlldren, but we alwayas hung our atocking wup., We didn't g3t
many rlfts, but weres 30 happy wilith what we¢ got. One thing ¢ got wan
alwaya an oragge La the bottom of the atockinz and & can't rensabar
having oranges any otner tionz of the year. We had gandy and pranuts.
F2aa loved peanuts, a0 he always bought a blf baf of theam. Hama never
did mueh baxinsg, L1t w3 aard to gel the auzar, But we had brYed thinga,
sspecially do I ramcmbar the cooklss. 3She baked whibtm sugar cookiss
2nd4 put them In a large 2rock. There wns zaesthlng she put In than
that would make them keen fresh a lsag while in a covered crock. Jher
waT® g0 good!

Eucause Paipa was sick so nich of the time I wos taught fo work In
the fleld when real young, 1 think about 9 years old or maybte younger.
It s=amed I alvays had worked in the fleld, I uged %o harnace and
hitch the nors+s %o *he mizhinary and o out to the fi=ld. YWhen firss
stareing, rapa would zo out wlith ap and li= »t th? onds while I was work-
ing. A I got oldsr I weaat cut alonc. I did everythiag 3 farsar did--
Plowlag, <isking, s#<ilng, oultlvating, aswing, harveating. Everything
but plantinz corn. Me always hired that done when he waan':z able to
ﬁu L%, i gussa ne wan afraid I would make such crooksd rows of corn
it couldn®s be cultivated. I drove teama of 4 and 6 hor22a on plows,
bindera, =ta, I loved %o 4rive horasa 23d eare for thaa. 1 nelped
clean the barnas also; therefore, I pltched loks of mrnure. ‘“hen Herbert
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g{qw older he gradually teock over and I think h) started pretty young
:II‘I-I L 5,

. frur Father played Wwith uz a lat. unw thing he loved and we 41d

alsp was when he sloyved «ith ys out by the well and tank. Het atond

by the Si¢ ®tank with a buck=t%t and th= windmill pussing water Lnto tha

tank. We would (what w= thought) snoak up <n nlo and he would tnrov

th2 bucks: 27 water and 1t would mlways lend oa uwa. Qf course, ws wers

scaking we%., Sama would try %25 atop it, But i she stenoad outslla

the house she got douasd also. LSotahere wasn't anything she could oo

ag ahe® zouldn®s m=% us lasids the houss., Our sousing were af our housa

a0 much they zo0% in on Lt to. Aunt Hary would be ao angry whan her

kids came Home 3oaking wut.

Dus- Wothers uged to 50 to lodz? cestings with Uncls Tilloan and
Aunt Mory and Popa kept ¥3 Xids and Eezinh, Huber: and Orpha. Ho
always played with un. Our Taveorite gaoz was hide gnd sesk. I olten
wondrr what kind of a looking house HMama found' whea shs Zot home. 1z
must have besn in pretiy bad shape, We had our ordera to go tn beod
at a certaln timo as they would be late gotting home. Papa never sent
s to bod untll juet bofare LE was time for theo to be caming. Some-
iaes we barely made 1t befor® they weére In tThe house. We protaonded
to be sound zalzep when Aunt Hary came upatalra to ses Lf wa wore,
If we ware abls to fake sleep wall enough Kezlih, Orgha and Hubsrt coul-
stay overnight. If not the kids ware routed out and had %o go home,

Whea I wag thirteen years old I graduated from eighth zrade. &Y
gift fron ay folka (providing I got the corm all cultivat=d through
thras timsn) wan a trip to Xunt Pearls in Belle Fourche,; South Uakota.
1 got %0 o with Uncle Tillean and Keziah on tha train. At neme it was
my job to keep the yerd =mowed. I always raked the yoard with the hnlp
I rould wranzle from the other kida., 1 gave thea all atriet orders to
k=ep the vard ooved while I was gone. They did Lln & fashlom,; but 13
wasn't what I thought it shodl have beon. Mama told ne latar that
they dldn't touch 1t untlil about a day “efores I was dus home. Then
they went after 1t and had a job on th2lr hands. =ven having to g=t
down on their knees and pulling weeds and grasas wilith their hands. Mo
wonder 1t looked so tacky.

Sopstimss [ wish I could go back %o those carefrees chlildhood days,
There aroe a0 sany good raoollisctlons altho some sad ones,

Adunt Zella
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