Aung Verna Wyborny Zahaaen's Hemorlea
Sister of sy Father, Herbert Wyborny

Your Mother gan probably remember when we dld not have a bath,
but wea had a path, It was a place we did aot linger in the wiater
and a Sears Roebuck Catalog served as our tlssues do today. I'm surs2
she dsss not remember when our water pail froze over in the night and
sgmetimes the btedrooa chamber,

We girls as wall as the boya wore long johna all winter long, not
enly during the day, but we slept In them, And we wore tha one sult
all wesk. Saturday night we would get our bath and get & gleansult.
1¢ we had B. O,, it was 0.K. for everyons elas did. Our bath tub was
a young galvanizad wash tub and the same watér was used by several
children. The leng legs of our underwapr stretched zo ouch We had to
wrap them =round our l2gs 30 w2 could pull the long black stockings up
over them and aach day they stfetchad a lltitle soreé 8o there wal core
to wrep. And our black stockings faded untll they became aan ugly green,
When we want to school, we didn't have a diffarent dress sach day, Dut
wors the aameé ond all wesk, The olputa we got home that Cross Was
taken off and hung up and our every day dress was put on.

The day 1 started to achool I was sént home wi th & note saying "o
not coms back to school until you sed the eye Doctor and have 31==5a:f
That af courx4s, ceant a trip to Maaon City, whleh was Bn all day irip.
Wa would Have to get up early and do some chores before daylight. Zhen
with horses and btuggy, socactimes a tean, sometimes a aingle norse, wa
arrived in town late in the foroncen. FPutting the horses lu a horaa
barn and feeding thea feed we had brought fros home, Wa wWers on our
way to the sye Doctor, vheres we would be un+il noen. Alter Teatling
and more teating, until late afierncon,befors w2 atarisd for home, Jde
arrived home after dark with chores to be done. And every time uWe wang,
1 would be sick all that aight. The trip bhod to be made evary acn th
for the firat year of school, and I 3l2sed about alx montha of that
achool year, Dactors doa't test ayes 1ike thet anymors.

One thing I rem=gber aso wellwsere tha gypales that used *o travel
through the country. I waa so deathly scarad of them, 21l of ua
children ware. They would come down the road Lla coversd Wagons. Dnw
tipe they stopped at our plece, and a man was getilng Qut GF the W<wagon
hollering and polnting to a Horse iln the pasture "] want that horse®,
expeeting Papa to give 1t to hia. Papr said to him "Gat inzo that
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wagon right now and Llzave or I'1l get the gun". They 127t and want
on thelr way. We had been told "nometimes they ateal chi ldrea®.
On= time coming from school I was tagping along behind the reat of the
kida on our way hoge, Our cousins, Fezlah, Hubsst and Orpha, who Lived
a quarter of a mile beyond our place was always with us, Callie come
runndng back to me yelling at me to hurry up and come with the r=at
of them. I naver could see good and couldn't understand why I should
hurry. Callie had run back to the others and they want hurrying on.
But when the gypsies were almost on me and 1 saw theg , 1 underatood the
need to horry and did I ever run am hard as I could all the way hoas.

We A1247"% have basketball =nd football ersennis rackets, but
we play=d lots of games. We always chose up aldes and I was such an
excellant player, but scmehow I was always one of tha last to be choaen.
¥e playsd "Pum-Pum Pull Away, Come or I'11l Pull You Awayy "Ring Around
th= Bogasy", “Drop the Handkepechief®™, "3lind Man's Pluff", "Priscaers Goal",
*ceanl Sticka",- "Hide the Thishle®, "Button, PButton, “ho's got the
Button”, "London Bridge is Falling Down™, "Hide and Seek™, and many
othera ganen.

When Mama would be gone for the evening with Uncle Tillman and
Aunt Mary to Lodge meetings Papa would take care of us (it wasn't
call=d baby sitiing then). He would play games with us. *a always
played "Hjde and Baek"™ and Pamnwould hide behind a brooo stick. That
we really liked. One thing I remenber so well was that one of us would
sit in a chalr In the kitchen, another one of us would grib the chalr
and swing un around and around. I daon't know how we had any echalrs
left and what must that wooden kitchen floer have heen llke.

1t was my job to wash the cream seperator on a table outdoora.
Probably becauses I was the youngest girl. One day 1 dropped the hzavy
bowl on my foot and was crying when Papa came outdoors, whree we washed
it Ln the aummer time, Paps saw me erying and went back into the houns
and acolded the older glrla because they weren't out there washing the
seperator. I think I was a badly spolled girl.

¥e woars agposed to the meaales in achool. That Lls all of the
children, but me. The folks thought I hadn't been expossd becaune I
waa absant when one of the scheol children came down wiih them. Decause
of our baby sister Leola Iucille all of the childrea , but me, were taken
to Uncle Tillman's and Aunt _Maryls home, so she wouldn': be exposed to
them. She was born with a weak heart and had had pneusonla a couple
of timea, A fow daye later Mamm had gone outaida to do som?thing and
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I was to take care af Leola. When sha canf In I was lying on the gcouch
erying., I had the mzaslea and mo 414 Leola. 35he got pneamonia agaln
“hith them and it caused her d2ath.

We had a hard coal heater. It had Isinglass doora. And [t was
was ao cozy and pretty when 1t wag cold outalde in tha winter., The
bright red coals shons through the llttls Isinglass windews In the
door.

e *ime Heppert and I wanted broad and butter at the same tima.
¥Wa both grabbed for the knife. He hot the handle and I grabbed the
blade. We poth held on for dear life. He pull=sd the knife from me
while I h2ld on Etlght for I wanted that knife. Well you know what
happened, I gquick wrapoed my hasd as best as I could and ran outside
bahind the out house and prayed. I finally tédld Mother (I think the
hired man found put and took me to her) she rewrapped and took cars
of 1t.

Cne man who was at our home a lot was ond who dld tillng. He
d4id soms on our farm and also for the n=lghbora, but stayed at our houso
He would be gone for a fevw days avery ooceé Iln awhile, When he cand
back somsone would bring him from a drinking spree. PBut he was pretip
well sobered up when he cemes and was always 80 sorry and apolog=tilc
about it. Many times he came bringlng candy etc. to us chlldrem. One
time he came homs when the folks were gone. We met his at the acrean
door and he handed us a bilg seck of candy, W¥ hooked the doars ao
he couldn't gat In; and Zella wouldn't let ua eat the candy. Sng salid
1t could havwe polasn In it and we agreed and was afrald to eat 1t. We
anenaked out the back dobr ., =0 Be couldn’t ase un and dug a hale 1n the
ground and buried Lt, sack and all. Wheén the folks cam? hom® they
laughad at us. _We dug the candy up and we really enjoyed it becauss
we 4idn't got candy oftan. '

Zach year wo had new mattresges, Ve had stravw ticks for mattr=sses
Every fall when the thrashing of the gate v2%- done we had 2 atraw pll=
of nlee clean straw. We smptisd th: wld stravw sut of the ticka znd
washed them and refilled thea with the biight now straw., Our beds had
strav mattressess with feather beds nade of tlecks filled with goos= or
dupgk faathers on the top of the mattresass, than the shaeta or blankiia
add conforteras and quilta., They were comfortable asd warm In the winter

1 remamber when the boye got thelr flret long trousers. 3Soys
always wore knickerbockers or knee panta until a certain age. How
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proug we were when the boys goat thelr long tousers.

Ona thing I remember about the boys was how they hated o see
Ebben and Sberett Wherry cooe to play with them. They lived just a
guarter mils eaat of ua, On2 of the boys would clizb ths windmill
and watch for thom. WHén they ware seen coalng the boya would run
and hide and not show up until they were gone,
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